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I. The aim and methods of the research 
 
The aim of the research was the discovery of the connection between the economic and the 
regional development, and the investigation of different factors of the regional development 
on the regional convergence as well as the determination of regional development patterns. 
 
I am interested in the regional policy of the European Union since the year 1998 but I have 
been publishing in the field of the regional economic development for two decades. My 
research activities date back to the year 1998 in which I began to teach courses in “The 
History of the institutes of the European integration” and “The politics of the European 
Union” at the Economic Faculty of the University of Miskolc. 
The deeper knowledge of the conflicts and the arbitrary processes of the European integration 
called my attention to the fact that there is a big difference of the declared aim of the 
European cooperation and its realisation.  
 
In the first chapter of my dissertation I investigated the history of the European integration 
and the regional and cohesion policy of the community. In that chapter I applied descriptive 
and analytic methods. I worked out the different epochs of the European regional policy and 
pointed out the different compromises, which led to the 3 different goals of that policy. 
 
In the second chapter I continued my research work with the application of quantitative 
methods. I compared the development levels of different European countries with other 
countries of the World on behalf of several economic indicators. 
 
I investigated the impact of the European regional policy on the development at the level of 
NUTS-II regions. I determined 4 different types of regions and on the basis of the data of the 
years 1986 and 1996. I classified the regions of the European Community in the suggested 
region types. The change in the size of different region types gives the chance to determine 
the effectiveness of the Community’s regional policy. 
 
The actuality of the research was given by the accession process of the Eastern European 
countries after the second millennium. The expectation toward the regional development 
policy of the Community is in these countries very high but rather unfounded. I think that the 
investigation of the real impact of the regional policy of the European Union helps to better 
understanding and realistic view relating to the space of the movement in the economic 
development of the Eastern European countries.            
 
II. The main results of the research 

 
In the process of the historical analysis of the European regional development policy I found 
out that this policy compete with other community policies for the sources in the common 
budget. The common budget is designed mainly by the countries which are net payers. That’s 
why the declared aim of the regional convergence cannot overcome the interests of the net 
paying countries. 
 
 



1. point  
 
The framework of the regional development policy of the European Union was designed 
in the hierarchy of the community’s aims in mutual independence with other aims and 
priorities. The realisation of the social and economic cohesion happened according to the 
possibilities and restraints of the other common policies. The main conflicts appeared in 
connection with the problems of the community’s budget and the co-payment of the 
member states.   
 
I recognized that the different goals of the community’s regional policy served not only and 
not always the declared aim of the regional convergence. 
 

2. point 
 
In the framework of the regional development policy of the European Union served only 
the aim of the social and economic cohesion the supporting of the regions which are not 
obtaining the EU-average. The transformation of the economic structure, the 
development of the human resources and the development of the less populated regions 
can only make indirect influence on the regional convergence. The framework of the 
regional development is designed according to the budgeting bargain that’s why the 
social and economic convergence cannot achieved by the regional development policy. 
 
The further points of the dissertation concern the empirical aspects of the regional 
convergence. First, I analysed the convergence between the countries of the World in the 
period of 1980-1998.  
 

3. point 
 
It can be proved that in general the difference between the several countries of the 
World in the period of 1980-1998 increased. At the same time the difference between the 
countries at several continents with a higher development level decreased. 
 

4. point 
 
I analysed the relative position of the European countries in the World on the basis of 
different indicators with the statistical method of the cluster analysis. It could be stated that 
the European countries represent a homogenous group in the cluster of the developed 
countries of the World. The higher developed position of the European countries is 
represented not only by the per capita GDP but also through a couple of other economic and 
social indicators e.g. several indicators related to human capital, infrastructure development, 
scientific and technical progress. 
 
 
The regional convergence process of the 15 member states of the European Union could 
be analysed on behalf of the time series for the period 1960-2003. It could be proved that 
the strongest decrease of the differences between the countries was in the ’60-es. The 
process of the convergence showed the signs of stagnation in the ’70-es and the ’90-s 
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5. point 
 
The regional convergence in the Western European countries of the European Union 
was in the period 1960-2003 a general trend of the economic development. The main 
factor of the regional convergence was the general economic development. That is why 
the regional convergence came in the ‘70-es and ’90-es to a standstill. The role of the 
regional development policy of the European Union had only a complementary 
character because the process of the regional convergence was a strongest one in the 
countries which were the latest members in the European Union. 
 
I analysed also the regional convergence at the level of the NUTS-II regions in the period of 
1986-1996.  
 

6. point 
 

The 179 NUTS-II regions of the European Union were classified into 4 region types on 
behalf of the indicator per capita GDP in the years 1986 and 1996. 165 regions showed 
average development but 14 regions showed a development which was out of the 
average. These regions could be named “advanced” “forced” “relapsed” “collapsed”.  
5 advanced regions were in the developed Western European countries. It shows that the 
developed countries can better use the advantages of the European integration. But 
other 5 forced regions in the community supported underdeveloped countries show that 
the impact of the regional development policy can also be proved at regional level. 
 
In the closing chapter of the dissertation I investigated the regional convergence in 
comparison between the EU-15 countries and the accession countries.  
 

7. point 
 
The analysis of the per capita GDP indicator shows that the difference inside the 
accession countries decreased in the period of 1997-2001. The analysis of the 
unemployment rate shows that the differences increased in the same period between the 
Eastern European member states. In both cases the level of convergence was much 
higher in the Western European countries as in the Eastern European countries. 
 
It can be only argued that the process of the convergence in the European countries after the 
accession of the Eastern European countries will come to standstill or rather the situation will 
be much more difficult. The history of the European integration prove us that the declared aim 
of the convergence can only come into force if the net paying countries are ready to give the 
financial sources to get fulfilled that dream. The deal regarding the common budget of the 
European Union for the period 2007-2013 talks us that the net paying countries are not able 
and willing to fund unlimited resources for the regional convergence. Therefore it is better to 
take a sober position in estimation of the future limits of the regional development policy of 
the European Union. 
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III. The utilisation of the results of the research and the further directions of the 
investigation 

 
The main results of the dissertation were published in the recent and accepted publication of 
the author.            
 
The research’s results could be built in in the academic teaching activities and could enrich 
the courses about European integration’s history and European politics. The frame of the 
further investigations can be designed by the future development of the common regional 
development policy and the level of the social and economic cohesion between the countries 
and regions of the European Union. 
 
 


